practices across all breeds known to be affected. 58 The most common signs reported for CM/SM are various manifestations of pain, 59 phantom scratching and neurological signs (notably scoliosis, thoracic limb weakness 60 and pelvic limb ataxia) (Rusbridge and others 2006) . It is considered that dogs affected 61 by CM/SM experience chronic neuropathic pain which increases anxiety levels and 62 fear-associated behaviour and decreases the quality of life of affected individuals 63 (Rutherford and others 2012) . However, no studies to date have described the clinical 64 signs reported for CM/SM cases in dogs presenting in primary-care practice. 65 The progressive nature of the disease, its frequent severity (Plessas and others 2012) 66 and the high financial burden associated with its diagnosis and treatment can have 
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The RVC Ethics and Welfare Committee gave ethical approval for this study ( The study included 4,046 CKCSs (2.2% of the overall study population), of which 
